
LUMINARIES ($50,000–99,999)
Anonymous
Seidl Foundation Inc.
Rose Francis Foundation

VISIONARIES ($25,000–49,999)
Edward R. Bazinet Charitable Foundation
Paul and Jeanne Ravich Family Fund of the Minneapolis 

Foundation in honor of Ron Cornwell
Nelsen Family Charitable Fund
Alfred A. Iversen and Family Foundation
Eugene U. and Mary F. Frey Family Fund
Vickie and Jerry Mattys

INNOVATORS ($20,000–24,999)
Michael and Ann Ciresi
Mary Jo and David Eide
Gullickson Family Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
Helsing/Eichenwald Foundation in memory of Bryan S. 

Eichenwald
O’Grady Family Foundation

CHAMPIONS ($10,000–19,999)
Anonymous
Robert M. and Kim Taylor Barnett Family Fund
Robert Barnett and Marlena Bromschwig
Ted and Karen Contag Family Fund
Corridoni Foundation for Agency and Self Determination
Mel Dickstein and Linda Foreman
Julia Halberg and Mark Chatterton 
Hayden Family Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
Bernadette and Jeffrey Janisch 
Judge Yoakam Family Fund
Lafontaine Family Fund
Al and Kathy Lenzmeier
Kathleen F. and David W. MacLennan Foundation
Lynne M. Mills Fund of the Saint Paul & Minnesota 

Foundation
Scheefe/Schmitt Family Charitable Fund
Sally Scheefe Charitable Fund
Warren and MaryLynn Staley 
Wilens/Longacre Family Fund

TRAILBLAZERS ($5,000–9,999)
Hayley and Luke Accola 
Anonymous
Elizabeth Borman
Tom Borman
Mary Bowman
Jim Boyle
Amber Christenson and Rubin Patel 
Janis Clay and Elam Baer 
Davies-Sommer Family Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
Mariacristina De Nardi and Marco Bassetto 
Darrell J. Ellsworth and Natalie Ellertson 
Bruce and Nicole Ensrud 
Mary Gillespie
Drs. Sally and Michael Ginsburg Charitable Fund in honor 

of Vickie and Jerry Mattys
Gregory Family Charitable Fund
Richard and Diane Madlon-Kay DAFgiving 360
Meehan Donor Advised Fund
Kevin and Judy Nilan 
Buzz and Carolyn Pierce Family Fund
Tim and Lori Porth Fund of Thrivent Charitable Impact 

& Investing
Robert D. Potts
Alice Richter
Art and Cheri Rolnick
Vicki Underland-Rosow and Richard Rosow
Frank and Kathleen Schweigert
Tom and Bonnie Umhoefer

Lisa and Gage Walker Fund
Lyle and Theresa Ward Charitable Gift Fund
Jeffrey and Mary Werbalowsky
SJW Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
Dan and Carol Wolfe
Robert and Barbara Woodruff

BUILDERS ($2,500–4,999)
Anonymous
Charles H. Clay Family, CLAT Trust
Coco Du and Grant Anderson
Dickstein Foreman Family Fund, a fund of American 

Endowment Foundation
Marti and Ronald Erickson
Michael and LeVon Garrett
Robert Rosenbaum and Maggie Gilbert
Paul and Jacquelyn Kelley
Corrine Kroehler and Charles Roach
Laird Youth Leadership Foundation
Monica Little and Mark Abeln
Robert Loken and Kimberly Long Loken *
Chas and Fei McKhann
David and Monica Nassif
D and D Foundation
John and Nancy Paul
Randy Sauter
Christine Umhoefer
Ursu Family Fund
Roberta Walburn
Marco Walker
Steve and Britt Weber

PARTNERS ($1,000–2,499)
Jeanne Andre
Anonymous
Ed Arndt
Bill and Cathy Barnett
Kim Bowman
Nikki Broderick
Shannon and Mark Brooks
Hilary Caligiuri *
William Craig
Heidi and Dan Doherty
Jack Duffy
John F. Eisberg and Susan Kline Charitable Fund of the 

Minneapolis Foundation
Ron Fraboni
Georgia Gaskill Crockett
Andrew Guiang *
Hodan Guled
James Hansen
Head Family Foundation
Mary Kay Herr
Wil and Julie Heupel
Susan Hitchner
Jennifer and Paul Hovelsrud
Dianne Iverson
Ann Jaede
Michele Jiosne *
Johnston Family Fund
Sophie and Steve Kelley
Ben Kleinschmidt
Corrine Kroehler and Charles Roach
Marles and Phil Lamers
Dawn Martin
Martyn Family Social Responsibility Fund, Fidelity Charitable
Martha and Bill McLaughlin Charitable Gift Fund
Jennifer Mohr *
Christopher Mongeon and Bailey Teas Mongeon
Nancy and Dennis Monroe
Anusha Nath
Polly and Keith Nelson
Laura Nilan and Mark Euston
Terry Norman
Kathleen OBrien and Jeffery Loesch
Joan Patterson
Tad and Cindy Piper Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
Kristin Procopio and Brian Hillestad
J. Thomas and Janet Rajala Nelson Fund

Barbara O. Reid
Thomas J. Reinhart Foundation
Jeannine Rivet
Phyllis Saltzman Donor Advised Fund
Benjaman Ryan Schmidt
Steve and Sandy Seitz
Michael and Viorica Shaughnessy
Peter and Jean Simonse
Margaret Skold
Carolyn and Carey Smallwood 
Soran Foundation, a Signature Fund of the Minneapolis 

Foundation
Ken and Sally Spence Family Fund
James B. Stake and Miriam M. Stake of the Ayco Charitable 

Foundation
Steen Family Foundation in honor of Karen and Ted Contag
Joyce Stupnik
Connie Theien-Psotka and Chris Psotka
Bonnie Theis
Jen Thorson
Ellen Van IWaarden
Jim and Ruthanne Vos Family Gratitude Fund
Winifred West

FRIENDS ($500–999)
Arthur Alexander and Kathryn Mackey
Anonymous Fund of the St. Paul & Minneapolis Foundation
Karen and Tom Ayre
Karen Bachman
Pam Baker
Karla Benson Rutten
Janet Benton
Blanton and Bonnie Bessinger
Will Blauvelt and Laura Burrack
Kathleen and Tom Boe
Ashley Booker
Elizabeth and Joe Brama
Margit Bretzke
Robert Bruininks and Susan Hagstrum
Thia Bryan
Marc and Jenny Culver
Deb DeVries
Don Draayer
Amy Ebeling
Jonathan and Jill Eisenberg Family Fund of the 

Minneapolis Foundation
Edward Farmer
Craig Flom and Susan Bowman
Mary Jo Flynn and Stephen Hubig
Alysa and Nicholas Gardino
Linda Glasgow
Carol Gregg in memory of James Gregg
Rachel Harris
Elizabeth Hasselman
Patti and Mike Hatch
Sarah Hauge
Cathy and Ed Hogan
Robert & Jennifer Israel Donation Fund
Elisabeth and Randall Kahnke
Kast Adler Family Fund
Gretchen and Bruce Koehn
Laura and Tony LaCroix-Dalluhn
Cheryl Mayberry
Melissa and John Meyer
Bob and Andrea Miller
Melba Miller
Melvin Miller
Sarah Mitchell
Sheila Morgan
Kate Nelson
Mark and Carol Osojnicki
James A. Payne Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
Susan and David Plimpton
Peggy Pluimer
Richard Pratt
The Research Shop
Jonathan Riehle
Irene Elizabeth Roban
Angela Slaughter

Thank You!
Individual Donors



Ben and Maddie Umhoefer
Melissa Uppgren
Kelly C. Weiley
David and Sara Wellington
Theresa Wertheim
Lori Wilcox *
Cathy and Jeff Winter
Pamela Wurster
Linda Zdon
Fred and Darcy Zonino

SUPPORTERS ($250–499)
Cynthia Alper
Amanda Anderson
Darlynn and Lindsay Benjamin
Dan and Lisa Bergerson
Anne Bowbeer
Marilyn Broussard
Jeffery Brown
Lisa Brown
Hank and Machelle Bryson
Cindy and Kevin Carlson
Kenneth and Amy Cooper
John Crippen
Amanda Eidson
John Ferm
Tom Frank and Halee Kirkwood
Friendly Fund Donor Advised Fund of Fidelity Charitable
Emily Galusha and Donald McNeil
Gavin Family Fund
Susan Gerstner

Jim and Celeste Gibson *
Scotty (Julia) Gillette
Janet Gracia
Kyle and Alyssa Green
Aretha Green-Rupert
Ann Frances Gregg and Luke Gerstner
Adam and Kacie Gregory
Beth Grosen
Marcia and Peter Hagen
Cindy and Gary Hanson
Monique Hernandez
Liam and Jen Higgins
Cecily Hines
Carol J. Hovey
Bryan and Nadine Huisman
Katie Imholte Gabriel
Mary and Austin Indritz
Sean Johnson
Mary Kautto
Heather and Jeff Larson
Lauffenburger Family Fund
Jennifer Lundblad
David Malver
Marie K. Meyer
Julia and Dan Miglets-Nelson *
Alex Muresanu
Kathie Murphy
C. David Nelson
Jim and Cindy Nelson
Julie Nelson *
Kristen Neurer

A former principal in Minneapolis Public Schools and community advisor 

to the Superintendent, Maureen Bazinet Beck witnessed Way to Grow 

being formed in its early days by Mayor Don Frazer with the Minneapolis 

Youth Coordinating Board and United Way. “Mayor Frazer had a dream 

that every child would be ready for school,” says Maureen. “Parent 

educators could help mothers understand the importance of reading to 

their child.”

Way to Grow emerged as a home visiting program bringing skilled Family 

Educators to families in many languages and cultures to coach parents on 

preparing their children for school. “Way to Grow produced confident parents 

and children succeeding in school, so we supported it,” Maureen recalls.

In 2025, buoyed by Way to Grow’s success metrics, and with growing 

concern for immigrant families, Maureen gathered her friends at a lovely 

reception to hear about Way to Grow’s work with families and CEO 

Coco Du’s own immigration story. Maureen’s friends were taken with the 

strong literacy outcomes as well as Coco’s leadership and determination, 

and they made generous gifts which were matched by Maureen. Way to 

Grow is truly grateful for Maureen’s passion for early education, concern 

for our neighbors, and her generosity that ignited joyful giving across 

her circle of friends.

IGNITING GENEROSITY

Maureen Bazinet BeckDonor Story

Anne Newman
Mary Niedermeyer
Mark and Rita Nupen
Mickey O’Kane
Nancy Pellowski Wiger
Dorothy G. Petersen Charitable Fund at Schwab Charitable
Mark Pladson
Sonja and Andy Roy
Patrick E. Schneider
Catherine Shreves
Kathy Sitzmann
Nell and Chris Smith
Maria and Juan Soto
James Southwick and Joan Sundquist Fund
Susan Specker
Chris Taylor
Margaret Telfer McConaghay
Anthony and Linda Thompson
John and Katie Thompson
Katy and Kerry Vermeer
Seth Washington
Angela Watts
John and Kelly Wheaton
Maureen and Terry White
Patrick Wilson
Kari Zimmerman

* DENOTES MONTHLY DONORS
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